



ELSENF3R Journal of Pure and Applied Algebra 116 (1997) l-2 
Editorial 
Peter Freyd was born on 5 February 1936 in Evanston, Illinois. He received the 
B.A. degree from Brown University in 1958, and continued his studies at Princeton 
University where he received the Ph.D. degree in 1960. After two years as a Ritt 
Instructor at Columbia University, he was appointed to the faculty of the University 
of Pennsylvania in 1962, and he has been there ever since, having held a full 
Professorship since 1968. He has also held visiting appointments at a number of 
universities, including Pahlavi University, Iran (19681969) the University of New 
South Wales (1971) and St John’s College, Cambridge (1980-1981). 
Those are the bald facts of Peter’s career. One could of course add a few more, 
slightly more hirsute, facts about his publications and their influence on category 
theory: particularly his two books, Abelian Categories (which was, for many mathe- 
maticians of my generation, our introduction not only to the mechanics of category 
theory but also to the revolutionary idea that one could communicate one’s enjoy- 
ment of mathematics through the way one wrote about it) and Categories, Allegories 
(for whose appearance we all waited patiently through the seventies and eighties 
- thank goodness he found in Andre Scedrov a co-author who could finally help him 
to bring the text to a state in which he could bear to part with it). One could also 
mention papers such as Aspects of Topoi, which was for some years the only readily 
accessible xposition of the logical side of topos theory (although Peter did not invent 
elementary toposes, he was characteristically quick to realize their fundamental 
importance for the development of mathematics -just as, more recently, he was one of 
the first to realize the extent to which the burgeoning interaction between categories 
and theoretical computer science required category-theorists actually to revise their 
preconceptions about what a ‘well-behaved’ category is). 
However, none of this would come anywhere near to painting an adequate picture 
of Peter for those who do not know him. The extraordinary force of personality, the 
unbashed enthusiasm for the excellent things in life, the passion with which he 
advocates his latest mathematical discoveries, the unstinting support for young 
mathematicians who come up to his exacting standards (coupled with an eagerness to 
debunk those who do not) - all these are things which cannot easily be conveyed in 
words to those who do not already know Peter (and those who do know him do not 
need to be told about them). I feel altogether unequal to the task; maybe the 
photograph, although it was taken 15 years ago, will help to say what I cannot put 
into words. And perhaps the quality of the papers which follow, dedicated to Peter on 
the occasion of his 60th birthday, will help to indicate the esteem in which he is held by 
the categorical community. 
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Another aspect of Peter’s influence on the categorial community is, of course, this 
Journal; he has been its joint Managing Editor (initially in tandem with Alex Heller, 
and latterly with Chuck Weibel) ever since its foundation in 1969. To those who are 
familiar with Peter’s cavalier attitude to routine correspondence, it has sometimes 
seemed miraculous that the journal has managed to survive at all under his leadership; 
but it has not merely survived but expanded, from the original one volume a year to 
the present nine, and it has firmly established itself as the place where one publishes 
one’s best work in category theory - and in several other fields. It is therefore 
particularly appropriate that his Festschrift should appear here. 
The original idea of celebrating Peter’s sixtieth birthday with a ‘Freydschrift’ was 
due to John Power, who organized the October 1995 meeting in Edinburgh of the 
Peripatetic Seminar on Sheaves and Logic as a premature birthday celebration 
(premature, in order to take advantage of Peter’s and Pam’s presence in Britain at that 
time). Formally, this volume is the Proceedings of that meeting, although only four 
papers in it (those by Jibladze, van Oosten, Townsend and myself) correspond to talks 
given at the meeting; the others were all submitted in response to invitations from 
John and myself to the categorical community to join in the celebration by submitting 
papers, even if they were unable to get to Edinburgh. Unfortunately, illness prevented 
John from acting as Guest Editor for the volume, as originally planned; so the task 
devolved upon me (with the welcome assistance of Edmund Robinson, where the 
editorial work on my own paper was concerned). I am grateful not only to Edmund, 
but also to all the referees who reported on the papers (in some cases at very short 
notice), and of course to the authors who responded so generously to our call for 
papers. 
Peter Johnstone 
Guest Editor 
